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Microwave technology in microstrip design is widely used in various antenna sys-
tems. The active use of phased array (PA) of this type makes developers around
the world search for various options of its construction. To improve individual
characteristics, in particular, expand the scanning angle, as well as optimize the
configuration of the excitation of the PA, they use subarrays that combine a given
number of elements of the entire array. In this paper, we considered various
options for constructing microstrip PA subarrays made on a homogeneous sub-
strate from a high-frequency laminate GIL_GML 1000, in particular, various
methods for their excitation. Using modern, accurate 3D electrodynamic model-
ing environment and HF device analysis, we studied changes in the electrody-
namic characteristics of the simulation model of a multi-element microstrip PA
subarray, depending on how the excitation is organized. This article discusses
three simulation models of subarrays for microstrip PA with various options for
their excitation. All subarrays have a radiation pattern of a special shape. After
calculating the main characteristics, the issue of the most preferred organization
of subarray power supply for the developed PA was solved. It is shown that in
practice, the study of parameters and decision-making on the design of complex
microwave devices, possibly without expensive field modeling.
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Microwave technology in microstrip design is widely used in 
various antenna systems. The active use of phased array (PA) of 
this type makes developers around the world search for various 
options of its construction. To improve individual characteristics, 
in particular, expand the scanning angle, as well as optimize the 
configuration of the excitation of the PA, they use subarrays that 
combine a given number of elements of the entire array. In this 
paper, we considered various options for constructing microstrip 
PA subarrays made on a homogeneous substrate from a high-
frequency laminate GIL_GML 1000, in particular, various meth-
ods for their excitation. Using modern, accurate 3D 
electrodynamic modeling environment and HF device analysis, 
we studied changes in the electrodynamic characteristics of the 
simulation model of a multi-element microstrip PA subarray, 
depending on how the excitation is organized. For each simula-
tion model, the results of calculating the reflection coefficient 
(parameter S11) are presented depending on the frequency range, 
the gain is calculated in 3D format, as well as in the polar coor-
dinate system. Table 1 presents a comparative analysis of the 
main characteristics of the subarray with three power supply op-
tions calculated using microwave modeling in the EMPro envi-
ronment using the FDTD method. The main advantages and dis-
advantages of each option are shown on the corresponding simu-
lation model. As a result, it was concluded that in such parame-
ters as: gain, efficiency, and VSWR, the multi-element subarray 
with the power supply connected to its center has the best char-
acteristics (Figure 1, a). The most broadband is the subarray with 
power supply connected through the shank, brought to the center 
(Figure 1, b). 

Currently, the most frequently used various purposed and 
based antenna systems (AS) are phased arrays or active electron-
ically scanned arrays (AESA). However, the element base used 
in the construction of antenna arrays in the form of slot antennas, 
horns, open ends of waveguides, etc., is often quite cumbersome 
and expensive. The requirements of compactness, low weight 
and relatively low price with acceptable characteristics are suffi-
ciently met by microstrip electronically scanned arrays (AESA). 
For the formation of a radiation pattern of a given shape, the ex-
pansion of the scanning angle with the least gain loss, as well as 
the optimization of the configuration of the array when organiz-
ing its excitation, subarrays of several microstrip emitters are 
often used as a separate element of the PA. However, during 
their design and production, many questions arise, the main of 
which is the organization of the excitation of a given AS, as well 
as their characteristics, such as: gain, efficiency and standing 
wave voltage coefficient (VSWR). Since the electrodynamic 
characteristics of the PAs as a whole depend on the characteris-
tics of the subarrays, a detailed study of the latter arises. 

However, the production of the model of the same subarray, 
with various types of power supply, is a rather laborious process, 
consuming human, temporal and financial resources. To mini-
mize the above costs, it is advisable to use computer simulation 
electrodynamic models made using special programs and allow-
ing necessary AS characteristics evaluation. The work of such 
software products is based on the numerical solution of Max-
well's equations in integral or differential form. 

This article will consider the PAR subarray, consisting of 
eight elements with various types of organization of excitation. 
The simulation model characteristics calculation, both of an in-
dividual element of the subarray and of the entire microstrip PA 

subarray, was performed using a modern, accurate 3D 
electrodynamic modeling and analysis environment for EMPro 
RF devices. 

At the first stage, a simulation model of an individual 
microstrip emitter was created. As a separate element of the 
microstrip PA subarray, a rectangular emitter on a homogeneous 
substrate was chosen, described in [1]. The type of emitter simu-
lation model and its geometric dimensions are presented in Fig-
ure 1. The simulation model of the substrate of a single emitter is 
a square with the geometric dimensions of the sides 
L1 = L2 = 93 mm. 

Figure 1. Simulation model of a single emitter 
with its geometric dimensions 

A separate element of the microstrip PA subarray is a square 
emitter with sides A = 15.2 mm and B = 15.2 mm, which is fed 
by a microstrip line with a length of F = 30.4 mm and a width of 
E = 3.8 mm. The wave impedance of the entire antenna is also 
controlled by symmetrical slots of the emitter with dimensions 
C = 5.7 mm and D = 0.63 mm. 

For rectangular emitter (shown in Figure 1) characteristics re-
search, its excitation was carried out using a simulation model of 
a pin located in the lower part of the shank of a microstrip emit-
ter. The power supply model consists of a voltage source and a 
50 ohm resistor connected in series between the microstrip print 
and the ground plane. 

The signal excitation model is a Gaussian pulse. In the time 
domain, it is presented in Figure 2. In this paper, the presented 
model of the excitation signal will be further used for all studied 
models of the PA subarrays. 

When choosing a dielectric substrate, we used the review of 
microwave dielectrics used in microstrip antennas presented in 
[2, 3]. As a result, for the study, a simulation model of an indi-
vidual emitter was chosen, made on a homogeneous substrate 
from a high-frequency laminate GIL_GML 1000 with parame-
ters (  = (3.05 – j0.004) 0) and a thickness S = 1.524 mm. 

Consider some characteristics of the simulation model of an 
individual emitter shown in Figure 1. 

The results of calculating the reflection coefficient (parameter 
S11) for the simulation model of an individual element of the 
microstrip headlamp sublattice on a GIL_GML 1000 substrate 
are presented in Figure 3. The resonant frequency of this emitter 
is Fres = 5.39 GHz.
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Figure 2. Model of the excitation signal of the studied antennas 

Figure 3. The calculated S11 is the parameter of the simulation model 
of an individual element of the microstrip PA subarray on a GIL_GML 

1000 substrate 

Figure 3 shows the calculated frequency dependence of the 
parameter S11 for the frequency range from 4.5 GHz to 6.5 GHz. 
These results are summarized in table 1, as the minimum (Fmin) 
and maximum (Fmax) frequency values at a reflection coeffi-
cient S11 = –10 dB. The difference between Fmax and Fmin 
determines the bandwidth of the simulation model of an individ-
ual subarray element of the microstrip PA at S11 = –10 dB. 

Table 1 

Substrate type Fmin, GHz Fmax, GHz Fres., GHz  Fmax, GHz
GIL_GML 1000 5,34 5,44 5,39 0,10 

Table 1 presents the absolute values of the results of calculat-
ing the parameter S11 = -10 dB for a simulation model of an 
individual subarray element of a microstrip PA with a uniform 
substrate GIL_GML 1000. 

Figure 4 shows the calculated frequency dependence of the 
power at the input of the simulation model of an individual ele-
ment of the microstrip PA on a GIL_GML 1000 substrate in the 
range from 4.5 GHz to 6.5 GHz, excluding losses. 

Figure 4. Frequency dependence of power at the input of a simulation 
model of an individual element of a microstrip headlamp on a 

GIL_GML 1000 substrate 

Figure 5a,b shows the calculated value of the gain of an indi-
vidual element of the microstrip PA subarray on the GIL_GML 
1000 substrate in 3D. 

The gain with perfect matching of the individual emitter of 
the microstrip PA subarray on the GIL_GML 1000 substrate in 
the polar coordinate system is shown in Figure 6. 

Since the elements of the microstrip PA considered above are 
weakly directional, a polar coordinate system is selected to dis-
play the radiation pattern in 2D format. The advantage of beam 
image in this system is a visual representation of electromagnetic 
energy spatial distribution emitted by the antenna. 



T-Comm Tом 15. #4-2021
60

ELECTRONICS. RADIO ENGINEERING

a)

b)

Figure 5. The calculated gain with perfect matching for the model of 
microstrip PA subarray individual element on a GIL_GML 1000  

substrate in 3D format 

Theta = [0o, 180o]; Phi = [0o, 360o]. The white arrow indi-
cates the direction of the main lobe Theta = 50o; Phi = 90o.

As a result of simulation, the following characteristics of 
microstrip PA subarray individual emitter obtained on the 
GIL_GML 1000 substrate were obtained: 

- 2.153 dB; - maximum gain 
- net input power  
- radiated power  
- Efficiency     

- 0.0005834 W; 
- 0.0002304 W; 
- 39.5%. 

At the next stage, a simulation model of the microstrip PA 
subarray was developed. Figure 7 a, b and c shows a subarray 
consisting of eight elements with various options for connecting 
a power source. The array elements are located in the nodes of the 
rectangular grid, the distance between which along the X and Y axes 
was calculated according to the technique presented in [4, 5]: 

where: 

.

Figure 6. Gain with perfect matching of microstrip PA subarray 
individual emitter, on a GIL_GML 1000 substrate in a polar  

coordinate system 

For this study, a subarray simulation model made on a homo-
geneous substrate from a high-frequency laminate GIL_GML 
1000 with parameters (  = (3.05 – j0.004) 0) and a thickness of 
S = 1.524 mm and dimensions of X = 195 mm and Y = 186 mm 
was chosen. Parameters were calculated in the frequency band 

F = (4.5 - 6.5) GHz. The excitation signal model is shown in 
Figure 2. 

Figure 8 a, b and c shows the calculated reflection coefficient 
(parameter S11) for each simulation model of the microstrip PA 
subarray of eight emitters, shown in Figure 7 a, b and c, respec-
tively. Figure 8a shows that in the subarray in a given frequency 
range, two working frequencies can be distinguished. The first 
resonant frequency of this microstrip subarray is Fres1 = 5.445 
GHz and Fres2 = 6.195 GHz - the fundamental frequency of the 
array itself. Figure 8b shows that for this subarray, in the consid-
ered frequency range, two working frequencies can also be dis-
tinguished.  

The first resonant frequency is Fres1 = 5.4375 GHz, and the 
second Fres2 = 6.175 GHz is the fundamental frequency of the 
array itself. From Figure 8, it can be seen that for this subarray, 
three operating frequencies can be distinguished in the consid-
ered frequency range. The first resonant frequency is 
Fres1 = 5.45 GHz, the second Fres2 = 5.87 GHz (spurious exci-
tation frequency) and the third Fres3 = 6.2 GHz is the main reso-
nant frequency of the array itself. 

Figure 9a, b and c shows the calculated gain with perfect 
matching, in 3D format, for each simulation model of the 
microstrip PA subarray of eight emitters, shown in Figure 7 a, b 
and c, respectively. Figure 10 a, b and c, in 2D format, shows the 
gain calculated in steps of 5 ° with perfect matching, in the polar 
coordinate system, for each simulation model of the microstrip 
PA subarray of eight emitters, shown in Figure 7 a, b and c, re-
spectively.
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a)    b) 

c)

Figure 7. Subarray, consisting of eight elements, with power connec-
tion: a) – in the center of the subarray; b) – through the shank, brought 
to the center of the subarray; c) – through the shank, brought up on the 

side of the subarray 

 a) 

b)

c)

Figure 8. Calculated S11 – parameter of microstrip subarray of eight 
emitters simulation model, with power connection: a) in the center of 
the subarray; b) – through the shank, brought to the center of the 
subarray; c) – through the shank, brought up on the side of the subarray 

The main calculated characteristics are summarized in 
table 2. 

Table 2 

Type of 
subarray with 
power con-
nection vari-
ants

Calculated characteristics 

Gain,
dB

Input
Power,

mW 

Output
Power,

mW 

Efficiency, 
% VSWR fr,

GHz
F, 

GHz

in the center 
of the 
subarray

8,28 1,39 0,81 58,52 1,13 6,2 0,1 

through the 
shank,
brought to 
the center of 
the subarray

7,45 1,5 0,72 48,13 1,625 6,18 0,15

through the 
shank,
brought up 
on the side of 
the subarray

7,22 2,25 1,23 54,73 1,275 6,21 0,1 

From the presented characteristics and graphs, we draw some 
conclusions about the parameters of the considered subarrays. 
From Figures 3 and 4, we can view the radiation pattern and gain 
of each of the subarrays. In Figure 3, a – Theta = [0o, 180o];
Phi = [0o, 360o], the white arrow indicates the direction of the main 
lobe Theta = 65o; Phi = 90o. In figure 3, b – Theta = [0o, 180o];  
hi = [0o, 360o], a white arrow indicates the direction of the main 
lobe Theta = 70o; Phi = 90o. In Figure 3, c – Theta = [0o, 180o]; 
Phi = [0o, 360o], the white arrow indicates the direction of the 
main lobe Theta = 65o; Phi = 80o.



T-Comm Tом 15. #4-2021
62

ELECTRONICS. RADIO ENGINEERING

 a) 

  b) 

       c) 

Figure 9. Calculated 3D format gain of microstrip subarray of eight emitters simulation model, with power connection: 
a))  the center of the subarray; b) through the shank, brought to the center of the subarray;

c)) throu  the shank, brought up on the side of the subarray
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 a)   b) 

c)
Figure 10. The gain of the simulation model of microstrip subarray of eight emitters simulation model, with power connection: 

a) in the center of the subarray; b) through the shank, brought to the center of the subarray;
c) through the shank, brought up on the side of the subarray

From table 1 it can be noticed that for all subarrays, the reso-
nant frequency (fr) lies within 6.2 GHz. All subarrays are rather 
narrow-band, their bandwidth ( F) was determined at the level 
of -3dB. The most broadband is the subarray with power sup-
plied through the shank to the center of the subarray (Figure 1, 
b). However, the VSWR and efficiency of this subarray are much 
worse than the others. As a disadvantage of the subarray, with 
power supplied through a shank located on the side, an addition-
al, pronounced, resonant frequency in the region of 5.85 GHz 
can be noted. This subarray also has the lowest gain. 

Based on the ratio of VSWR and efficiency, it is most prefer-
able to use a subarray with power supplied to its center without 
additional shanks. This subarray also has the highest gain = 8.28 
dB. However, in the future, in the manufacture of a full-scale 
model, difficulties may arise with the installation of the micro-
wave connector. 

This article discusses three simulation models of subarrays 
for microstrip PA with various options for their excitation. All 
subarrays have a radiation pattern of a special shape. After calcu-
lating the main characteristics, the issue of the most preferred 

organization of subarray power supply for the developed PA was 
solved. It is shown that in practice, the study of parameters and 
decision-making on the design of complex microwave devices, 
possibly without expensive field modeling. 
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Аннотация
В антенных системах различного назначения широко используется СВЧ-техника в микрополосковом исполнении. Активное ис-
пользование фазированных антенных решеток (ФАР) данного типа заставляет разработчиков всего мира икать различные вари-
анты их построения. Для улучшения отдельных характеристик, в частности расширения угла сканирования, а так же оптимизации
конфигурации возбуждения ФАР, в них используют подрешетки, объединяющие заданное количество элементов всей  решетки.
В данной работе рассматривались различные варианты построения подрешеток микрополосковых ФАР выполненных на одно-
родной подложке из  высокочастотного  ламината  GIL_GML 1000, в частности, различные способы их возбуждения. С помощью
современной, точной среды 3D электродинамического моделирования и анализа ВЧ-устройств исследовались изменения элект-
родинамических характеристик имитационной модели многоэлементной подрешетки микрополосковой ФАР, в зависимости от
способа организации возбуждения. Для каждой имитационной модели приведены результаты расчета коэффициента отражения
(параметр S11) в зависимости от частотного диапазона, рассчитан коэффициент усиления в формате 3D, а так же в полярной си-
стеме координат. 

Ключевые слова: фазированная антенная решётка, подрешетка, прямоугольный излучатель, коэффициент излучения,
резонансная частота, ширина полосы.
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